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Reporting a Fire

Reporting a fire is a serious responsibility and
as such, it is good to know what kind of informa-
tion you may be asked. First of all, a member of
the general public will be asked for name and a
phone number, where you can be reached, a gen-
eral location of where the fire is, either an ap-
proximate location or if the caller is able a more
specific location with directions and any other
comments. Second, do you know what is burn-
ing? Is it trees, brush, grass, slash or other? Can
you see smoke and if so, what colour is it — white,
grey, black, brown, blue or you don’t know? Do
you know approximately how big the fire is? Is
anyone fighting the fire? Is the fire spreading?
And is it close to any values (ie. structures, roads,
or infrastructure)? Providing information calmly,
with as much detail as possible, is important.

Retardants

Water-based retardants are most com-
monly used because of their long-lasting ef-
fect on fires. Retardants prematurely release
the gaseous fuels within logs and debris. Fuels
are unable to burn in areas where retardant
has been dropped.

Iron oxide (rust) is added to retardant to
give it a highly visible red colour, which en-
ables the air attack personnel and ground
crews to see where the retardant has been
dropped.

The ingredients in retardants don’t evapo-
rate. Retardants are also effective when they
are dry, making them work well in fighting
high intensity fires that require distant and
indirect action.

In these situations, long-lasting retardant
mixtures can be spread over areas ahead of
the advancing fire. Retardants can maintain a
break between multiple fires burning in the
same area, allowing ground crews to fight
fires with maximum efficiency.

Those who work in the forestry sector, or have
been trained in Wildfire Management will be
asked a more intensive series of questions includ-
ing: specifics on size, fire rank, fuels, wind speed
and direction, slope position, angle of slope, road
access, availability of water, suspected fire cause,
and action taken or recommended. This informa-
tion and details on the callers qualifications can
speed up the process and make sure that appropri-
ate action is taken as quickly as possible.

Regardless of who provides the information it is
important for all British Columbians to take ac-
tion when they spot a forest fire and call:

1-800-663-5555 or *5555 on your cellular.
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GECGRAP=C LOCATION

CC-ORDINATES

ELEVATION

LAT LONG
ALPHA - SZE BRAVO — FIRE RANX CHARLIE - FUEL2
O 1-Sirgle Tree [0 ¢. Rank 1, Smoidering Ground Fire 0O 1Grass
O 2 sp mX____m O 2. Rank 2, Oper Flame, No Spread O 2. Srusn
O 301-02 O 2. Rark 2, Vigorcus Suface Fire, O 3. Deckuous
O 4c02-0s Moderals Spread, May See Carging | TJ 4. Stash
O sgos5-10 O 4. Rark & Moderats %0 Fast Spread ] &. Regrocucton
O s11-20 Short Aeris! Bursts, Spomng ] &.CpenTimber
O 7-21-40 O &. Rank 5, Contirucus Crown Fire ] 7.Heavy Timber
O sat-80 Spottng, dist m T B8.Cther
O 20ver_______ha O €. Rank 5, Contimucus Crown, Blow-up 0 3. FEP Type
DELTA - VALUES AT RISK (mmediately Threatened) ECHO - WIND
O 1. LMeProperty O 1. cam
O 2 Mimber (ForsstiRescurces (Inciudes Reprocucton) O =z Speea ph
O 3 OrerSpecial vaues (Aatersheds, Fams) O = Drectiorn NSEW
O 4 Diztance m NS E Woftheafire
FOXTROT — ADJACENT FUELS QOLF - 3LOPE HOTEL - ASPECT

O 1. Geass O & Open Tmber O 1.FatRoing O 1. North
O 2 Bruszh O 7. Heawy Timbder O 2. Moderate < 30% O 2 South
O 3 Cedducus O 5 Orer D) 3 Sleep>30% <50% | O3 3 East
O 4 Sasn O 3 FePTywpe 00 4. Sxreme >30% 0 4 West
O 5 Reproducticn

INDIA - SLOPE PO2ITION JULET - ACCESS KILO - AVAILAELE WATER
O 1. Bomom O 1. Road m O 1. Ncne
O 2 LowerThro O 2 Heizpot m O 2. Agacent
O 3 Micdie Trid 0 3 HoverEst__m 8 3 M NSEW
O 4 UpperThrc 0O 4. Ower m of ihe Are
O 5 Tee 0 5 NSEW cfthefire

LIMA - PAPER TRAILED MIKE - PHOTOS NOVEMEER - SUSFECTED FIRE CAUZE

J 1. Yes O 2. No 0 1. Yes O 2. No O . Humen O 2. ugreng

ACTION TAKENRECOMMENDED

FPROBABILITY OF S8UCCESS: LOW, MED HIGH

RECEIVED BY:

ESTIMATED COST OF CONTROL: $

This document is used by Ministry of Forest and Range employees to report and
update fires. The document allows the information to be transmitted quickly and
accurately, and the information is given shorthand (ie. Alpha—3, Bravo—2, etc.).
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Dangerous Tree Falling of a Snag
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This Stilwell tank can be used as a
gravity feed or can have a small
pump attached to provide water at a
fire. Photos by: Mike Hardy
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To Date
in
Coastal

Fires to Date

Person 1 79

Caused

Lightning 335

Caused

Total

Number
of Fires 51 7

Actioned

Hectares 6913

burnt

Number of

Incidents 1 689

Responded
To this year

Fire Danger

High

Be Safe!
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Water and Foam

e Fire retardants—foams and water
can be used to slow a fire. They are not
used to put out fires, but rather to cool
them and slow their progress.

e Water soluble retardants are most
commonly used in fire suppression be-
cause of their long-lasting effect on fires.
They contain ammonium salts which af-
fect the burning process of forest fuels.
This reaction releases a water and car-
bon dioxide combination that cools and
suffocates the fire.

e Water is a suppressant used to slow
the growth of wildfires. Water is applied
by ground crews using water bags,
tanks, pumps and hoses, or by helicop-
ters equipped with buckets or belly

tanks. In British Columbia, aerial water
bombers are normally used in coastal ar-
eas. Water availability and loading condi-
tions may limit their use in many interior
areas. From time to time as deemed ap-
propriate water scooping aircraft are
brought in from other provinces under mu-
tual aid agreements and may be deployed
any where in the province.

e Foam is a suppressant that is similar
to dish soap and is applied to fires to slow
their growth. Fire control foam is created
by mechanically aerating a water-diluted
concentrate, injecting the concentrate into
ground or air-borne water tanks, or by
simply dropping the mixture from an air
tanker or helicopter.

Today at Coastal

Weather Forecast

Copper Mountain, V30937

Location: Copper Mountain, Pemberton Meadows
southwest of Tenquille Creek

Status: 100% contained; 838.4 ha.

Resources: 0 firefighters; Fire is being patrolled to
ensure containment is secure.

Objectives: Mop up hotspots on perimeter if identified,
and patrol.

Bremner Creek, V11641

Location: west side of Harrison Lake

Status: 72.0 hectares; 40% contained; cause under in-
vestigation but suspect it was caused by a vehicle fire.
Resources: 45 fire fighters, 4 helicopters bucketing.
Objectives: Direct attack on south perimeter. Bucket
support for west perimeter. Maintain north perimeter
with bucket support. Suppress spots on east flank
where safe.

Uztilus, V11183

Location: east of Boston Bar

Status: 100% containment; 700 ha. 20 hotspots found
on August 31* morning scan.

Resources: 15 firefighters, 2 support, 1 helicopter for
scanning.

Objectives: Protecting BC Hydro power lines. Direct
attack on fire perimeter. Ensure all hot spots are extin-
guished. Continue direct attack in inaccessible areas
working towards 100% mop-up.

SYNOPSIS: Late summer pattern this morning with a
weak upper ridge over central BC bringing dry warm
weather to the interior but also allowing a light onshore
flow with extensive marine cloud layers along the outer
coasts. A large but also weak low centre now far off-
shore in the central Gulf of Alaska is drifting slowly
south and as it moves the high level winds over southern
BC are turning more and more to the south which will
promote afternoon convective development starting
today along eastern sections of the interior zones and
continuing more widespread tomorrow.

OUTLOOK: Upper low starts to drift to the coast by
Wednesday afternoon and as it moves in Coastal starts to
see large cloud layers invading and at the same time the
coastal pressure gradient increases and it turns windy.
By Thursday a sharp upper trough lies along the coast
and some rain is likely, winds are picking up over almost
all areas and it is much cooler. Friday a second low cen-
tre and associated cold front reaches the coast bringing
rain and winds.

LONG TERM TREND: Westerly flow brings

days of showers and cool followed by days of sun
and warmer but windy weather next two weeks.
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